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V J 
SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNS TAN, AT JAYCEES' APPRENTT 0 !•! 0"F 
THE YEAR AWARD. 10.8.73 
MY LORD MAYOR, MR. KAVANAGH, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 
FIRST OF ALL THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR ASKING ME HERE THIS EVENING. 
I'M SURE YOU DON'T WANT TO HEAR A LONG SPEECH, BUT THERE ARE A 
COUPLE OF POINTS I'D LIKE TO MAZE. FIRSTLY, I DO SINCERELY 
CONGRATULATE THE ADELAIDE JAYCEES IN PROMOTING APPRENTICESHIP 
THROUGH THIS AWARD SCHEME. 
IT'S A MODEL OF ITS TYPE AND A REALLY OUTSTAl^DING COMMUNITY PROJECT. 
THE AWARDS THEMSELVES ARE MAGNIFICENT AND THE COMPETITION IS A VERY 
PRACTICAL AND WORTHWHILE MEANS OF RAISING THE STATUS OF SKILLED 
TRADESMEN IN THE COMMUNITY AND THE STANDARDS OF CRAFTMANSHIP. 
2. 
THIS IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO US IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
WE HAVE TO BROADEN OUR INDUSTRIAL: BASE IF WE ARE PROPERLY TO 
COMPETE ON THE AUSTRALIAN AND WORLD SCENE. 
WE CAN'T DO SO UNLESS WE ARE ASSURED OF A SUPPLY OF SKILLED, TRAINED 
WORKERS. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA HAS A TRADITION OF HIGHLY SKILLED WORKMENSHIP. BUT 
ONE CAN'T DEVELOP A SOPHISTICATED, COMPLEX ECONOMY OF THE TYPE WE 
ENVISAGE ON TRADITION ALONE. 
WE HAVE TO HAVE NEW INDUSTRIES OF A DIFFERENT KIND TO REDUCE THE 
SHOCK WAVES THAT COME WHEN OUR MOTOR CAR AND APPLIANCE WORKS LOSE 
ORDERS FOR REASONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL AND BEYOND OUR BORDERS. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
3. 
THESE INDUSTRIES HAVE TO BE CAREFULLY CHOSEN AND RELATED TO OUR 
GEOGRAPHIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS. DEVELOPMENT MUST BE 
VERY CAREFULLY PLANNED. 
ONE OF THE KEY PLANNING AREAS IS THAT OF HUMAN RESOURCES - WE HAVE 
TO BE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE THAT WE HAVE HERE THE SKILLS NEEDED TO 
OPERATE THESE NEW INDUSTRIES. 
AND THIS, OF COURSE, MEANS THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL FOR FUTURE, BALANCED 
GROWTH THAT THERE IS HERE A PROPERLY STRUCTURED SYSTEM OF APPRENTICE 
TRAINING. 
THE APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEM HAS ITS ORIGINS IN MEDIEVAL TIMES AND HAS 
BEEN MUCH ADAPTED SINCE THEN TO MEET THE NEEDS OF AN INDUSTRIAL 
SOCIETY. 
4. 
BUT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA IT IS ONLY IN THE PAST FEW YEARS THAT THE 
NECESSARY WORE HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN TO MAKE IT REALLY RESPONSIVE TO 
OUR NEEDS AND TO PUT IT ON A MORE SCIENTIFIC BASIS. 
UNTIL ONLY A FEW YEARS AGO, THE APPRENTICESHIP COMMISSION WAS RUN 
ON A SHOESTRING AND THE APPROACH TO TRAINING WAS HAPHAZARD AND 
PIECEMEAL. WE HAVE INCREASED THE COMMISSION'S STAFF AND SCOPE AND 
RELATED THE APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEM TO THE BROADER ASPECT OF TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION. 
THE RADICAL REARRANGEMENTS IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION - PARTICULARLY 
IN THE CREATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FURTHER EDUCATION - ITS 
VOCATIONAL CLASSES AND THE NEW BLOCK RELEASE SYSTEM FOR APPRENTICES 
IN COUNTRY AREAS - ARE PROVIDING THE NECESSARY FRAMEWORK. 
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THERE ARE NOW MORE THAN 3,000 EMPLOYERS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA WHO HAVE 
TAKEN ON APPRENTICES AND MORS THAN 10-THOUSAND APPRENTICES IN 
TRAINING. 
I HOPE THAT MORE EMPLOYERS WILL TAKE ON APPRENTICES. IN DOING SO 
THEY'LL HAVE THE PULL SUPPORT OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT AND, I'M 
SURE, OF THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. EMPLOYERS WHO DO 'GIVE IT A GO' 
ARE ACTING IN THEIR OWN INTERESTS AND THOSE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA AS 
A WHOLE.' 
CHANGE 13 A CHARACTERISTIC OF ALL HUMAN SOCIETIES. BUT AT NO TIME 
IN HISTORY HAS THERE BEEN SUCH A FRANTIC PACE OF CHANGE IN IDEAS, 
TECHNOLOGIES AND PROBLEMS. 
6. 
WE HAVE TO LEARN TO COPE WITH CHANGE AND THAT MEANS WE NEED ALL THE 
SKILLS WE CAN MUSTER. THIS IS THE AGE OF THE TECHNICIAN - THE PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE A SOUND TECHNICAL TRAINING WILL BE IN THE BEST POSITION TO 
BENEFIT. 
SO TO BOTH THE JAYCEES AND THE APPRENTICES HERE TONIGHT I'D SAY 
'KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK'. IT'S OF VALUE NOT ONLY TO THE INDIVIDUALS 
CONCERNED BUT TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA GENERALLY. 
THANK YOU. 
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